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The Lord’s Day in Worship

C O V E N A N T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

{  GATHERED WORSHIP: The Triune God Renews His People  }

R

"God underwent three great humiliations...to rescue the human 

race. The first was the incarnation, when he took on the confines 

of a human body. The second was the Cross, when he suffered the 

ignominy of public execution. The third humiliation is the church. 

In an awesome act of self-denial, God entrusted his reputation to 

ordinary people."

—Dorothy Sayers

"Beyond all question, great is the mystery of godliness...he appeared 

in a body." 

—The Apostle Paul (1 Timothy 3:16)

"Beauty is the truth-teller." 

—Joe Novenson
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7 Congregation stand as able. 

CALL TO WORSHIP
Rev. Henry Morris

RESPONSIVE READING

from Psalm 105

Leader:  Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name;

      make known among the nations what he has done.

All:   Sing to him, sing praise to him;

      tell of all his wonderful acts.

  Glory in his holy name;

      let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.

Leader: Look to the LORD and his strength;

      seek his face always.

  Remember the wonders he has done,

      his miracles, and the judgments he pronounced,

   you his servants, the descendants of Abraham,

      his chosen ones, the children of Jacob.

All:   He is the LORD our God;

      his judgments are in all the earth.

  He remembers his covenant forever,

      the promise he made, for a thousand generations,

Leader:  For he remembered his holy promise

      given to his servant Abraham.

  He brought out his people with rejoicing,

      his chosen ones with shouts of joy;

  he gave them the lands of the nations,

      and they fell heir to what others had toiled for—

   that they might keep his precepts

      and observe his laws.

All:   Praise the LORD.

 7
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CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Christ, to Thee, with God the Father,

And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee;

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving,

And unwearied praises be.

Honor, glory, and dominion,

And eternal victory,

Evermore and evermore!

PRAYER OF ADORATION

 7



4 HYMNS OF ADORATION

"Angels We Have Heard on High"

Angels we have heard on high,

Sweetly singing o’er the plains,

And the mountains in reply

Echo back their joyous strains.

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo,

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?

Say what may the tidings be, 

Which inspire your heav’nly song?

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo,

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem, and see

Him whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee

Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo,

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo.

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo,

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo.

 7
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5HYMNS OF ADORATION

"Angels We Have Heard on High"

Angels we have heard on high,

Sweetly singing o’er the plains,

And the mountains in reply

Echo back their joyous strains.

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo,

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?

Say what may the tidings be, 

Which inspire your heav’nly song?

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo,

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem, and see

Him whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee

Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo,

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo.

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo,

Glo…ria

In excelsis Deo.

"Joy Has Dawned" 7



6 READING FROM THE EPISTLES

Philippians 4:4-9

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace of God, 

which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.

8Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 

whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about 

such things. 9Whatever you have learned or received or heard from 

me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will 

be with you.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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7PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 

We have erred, and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

We have followed too much the devices and desires of our hearts. 

We have rebelled against your holy laws. 

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; 

And we have done those things which we ought not to have done; 

Therefore we lack integrity.

Now, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Spare those, O God, who confess their sins. 

Restore those who are penitent; 

According to your promises declared unto us in Christ Jesus our Lord.

And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake; 

That we may live godly, righteous, and sober lives 

in the power of the Holy Spirit,

To the glory of your holy name, Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud

      and your sins like mist;

return to me, for I have redeemed you. 

—Isaiah 44:22

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you forgiveness of all 

your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace 

and consolation of His Holy Spirit.

 7
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CONFESSION OF FAITH: THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth,

and of all things visible and invisible;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God; Light of Light;

Very God of Very God; Begotten, not made;

being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;

Who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven;

And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary,

and was made man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again,

according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven;

And sitteth on the right hand of the Father.

He shall come again with glory to judge the quick and the dead;

Whose kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit; The Lord and Giver of Life;

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son;

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified;

Who spoke by the prophets.

And we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins.

And we look for the Resurrection of the dead;

And the Life of the world to come. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father,

And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning,

Is now, and ever shall be,

World without end.

Amen, amen.

 7
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9GIVING OF FIRST FRUITS

"The First Noel"

Congregational Hymn

The first Noel, the angel did say

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Noel, Noel! Noel, Noel!

Born is the King of Israel!

They looked up and saw a star

Shining in the east, beyond them far

And to the earth it gave great light

And so it continued both day and night.

Noel, Noel! Noel, Noel!

Born is the King of Israel!

Then entered in those wise men three

Full rev’rently upon their knee

And offered there in His presence

Their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense

Noel, Noel! Noel, Noel!

Born is the King of Israel

Then let us all with one accord

Sing praises to our heav’nly Lord

That hath made heav’n and earth of naught

And with His blood mankind hath bought

Noel, Noel! Noel, Noel!

Born is the King of Israel!

Born is the King of Israel!



10 PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the LORD be with you.

And also with you.  

Greet one another with words of peace and reconciliation.

The “passing of the peace” precedes the Lord’s Supper as a liturgical 

reminder of our unity as members of Christ’s body. 1 Corinthians 

11:18-19 implores us not to let factions and divisions remain in our 

midst. Thus, the peace calls us to move toward our brothers and 

sisters as Christ moves toward us in reconciling grace and mutual 

love. 

 7 
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11MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS
See page 18 for all of our Ministry Announcements. Please fill out the 

attendance pad in your pew and pass it down.

Children’s Worship. Children in 3K (3 years old before 9/1/22) 

through Kindergarten are invited to Children’s Worship during 

the Passing of the Peace. Children leave from the foyer of the 

Sanctuary and walk to C221 with staff and volunteers. Children 

will return to join their families for Communion, so please help 

your child find you by watching for him or her. 

Enfold Disability Ministry. Our church seeks to embrace and 

enfold people affected by disability. Please let an usher know how 

we can support and accommodate your needs during worship. 

 

THE MORNING PRAYERS



12 READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT

Proverbs 4:23

Above all else, guard your heart,

    for everything you do flows from it.  

All flesh is like grass,

       And all its glory is like the flower of the field.

The grass withers, the flower fades,

        But the word of our God stands forever.

Proverbs 4:20-27

My son, pay attention to what I say;

    turn your ear to my words.
21Do not let them out of your sight,

    keep them within your heart;
22for they are life to those who find them

    and health to one’s whole body.
23Above all else, guard your heart,

    for everything you do flows from it.
24Keep your mouth free of perversity;

    keep corrupt talk far from your lips.
25Let your eyes look straight ahead;

    fix your gaze directly before you.
26Give careful thought to the paths for your feet

    and be steadfast in all your ways.
27Do not turn to the right or the left;

    keep your foot from evil.
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13MESSAGE
Robby Holt

(Hey y'all!) Praise Yah! For it is good to make music to our God. 

Because he is lovely, praise is beautiful.                       Psalm 147:1

Yahweh sustains the lowly; he brings the wicked down to the earth.                                                                                                               

                                                                                                    Psalm 147:6 

Sing to Yahweh with thanksgiving.                                   Psalm 147:7

He declares his word to Jacob, his statutes and his just decrees to 

Israel. He has not done so to any nation, they do not know his just 

decrees. 

(Hey y'all!) Praise Yah!                                                   Psalm 147:19-20 



14 LITURGY OF THE TABLE
Congregation, please read aloud the portions that are italicized. 

Words of Institution

from Matthew 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Confession: Our Confident Access in Jesus Christ

Leader:  In Jesus, the Son of God, we have a sympathetic,   

  great high priest who lives for us. 

All:   He was delivered up for our trespasses 

   and raised for our justification. 

   After making purification for sins, 

   he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 

Leader:  Let us, therefore, with confidence draw near 

   to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy  

  and find grace to help us in our time of need.
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15Prayer of Consecration and the Lord's Prayer

 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these 

your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup 

we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, that we may be one with 

all who share this feast and united in ministry with your people 

in every place. 

This we pray in the name of the One who taught us to pray, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.

Invitation to the Table

All who are united in Christ Jesus by faith and are baptized,  

communing members of His visible Church are invited to come 

to the Lord’s Table. An usher will prompt each pew when it is 

time to come forward to receive the bread and the cup, and then 

you will return to your seat. If you are not partaking of these 

elements but would like to come forward with your fellow 

worshipers, please cross your hands in front of your chest, and 

the one serving communion will pray a brief prayer for you or 

pronounce a blessing over you.



16 HYMNS FOR THE EUCHARIST
Congregation, please sing the Hymns for the Eucharist during Communion.

"Thou Who Wast Rich"



ja
n

u
a

r
y

 1
, 2

0
2

3
 |

 1
0

:3
0

 a
m

17"Hark! The Herald Angels Sing"

Hark! The herald angels sing,

“Glory to the newborn King!

Peace on earth, and mercy mild,

God and sinners reconciled.”

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,

Join the triumph of the skies;

With th'angelic hosts proclaim,

“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”

Hark! The herald angels sing,

“Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ, by highest heav'n adored;

Christ, the everlasting Lord;

Late in time behold Him come,

Offspring of a virgin's womb.

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see;

Hail th'incarnate Deity:

Pleased, as man, with men to dwell,

Jesus, our Emmanuel!

Hark! The herald angels sing,

“Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail the heav'n born Prince of Peace!

Hail the Son of Righteousness!

Light and life to all He brings,

Ris'n with healing in His wings.

Mild He lays His glory by,

Born that man no more may die;

Born to raise the sons of  earth,

Born to give them second birth.

Hark! The herald angels sing,

“Glory to the newborn King!”

 7 BENEDICTION



18 THIS WEEK AT COVENANT: January 1 - 7, 2022

SUNDAY, January 1
10:30 a.m.

MONDAY, January 2

Gathered Worship

Church Office closed

Should you need pastoral assistance after our regular office hours, please contact our pastor  
on call at 205-874-3559 (Josh Johnson, January 2 - 8).

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wednesdays@Covenant. Our Wednesday night dinner and activities resume on
January 11! Dinner begins at 5:15 with adult studies, choir, and children's and youth 
activities begin at 6:15. Adult study details coming soon!

Men's Breakfast. Our first men's breakfast in 2023 is on Tuesday, January 10 at 
6:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Men, invite your family, friends, co-workers, and 
neighbors to this time of fellowship!

Women's Bible Studies. Ladies, our Revelation study resumes on Tuesday, 
January 10 at 11:00 a.m. and Divine Design Discipleship's "Learning to Lean" 
study resumes on Tuesday, January 24.

Save the Date: Missions Festival 2023. Our annual Missions Festival is February 
26 - 28! We will welcome missions partners from around the world, and hear from 
guest speaker Chris Wright, well-known missiologist and International Ministries 
Director of Langham Partnership International. 

Scripture Memory. Our church-wide scripture memory verse for the Season of 
Advent and Christmas (November 27 - January 5) is Matthew 1:20b-21:

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, 
for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.”
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Director of Langham Partnership International. 
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Singles, college students, and 

young marrieds; 20s and 30s

30s

(Pastor: Josh Johnson)

mid 30s to mid 40s 

late 30s to late 40s

(Pastor: John Fountain)

late 30s to early 50s

(Pastor: David Driskill)

early 40s to early 50s

late 40s to late 50s

(Pastor: Henry Morris)

late 40s to late 60s

(Pastor: Dan Edwards)

All ages and life stages

late 60s and above

(Pastor: Marty Crawford)

Students grades 7-12

(Pastor: John Fountain)

THRESHOLD | 304

KING'S TABLE | 301

 

CROSSPOINTE | 100

CORNERSTONE | 104

LIGHTHOUSE | 305

FOUNDATIONS | DINING ROOM

LIVING STONES | 303

KINGDOM BUILDERS | 201

COMMUNITY | 300 

OPEN DOORS & UPPER ROOM | 101

YOUTH | YOUTH AREA

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMUNITIES

9:15 a.m.  
Directional signs are located around the church.



20 STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

EXECUTIVE STAFF
Marty Crawford, Assistant Pastor (Church Administrator,  mcrawford@covpres.com 
     Senior Adults)  
David Driskill, Assistant Pastor (Shepherding, Middle Adults) ddriskill@covpres.com
John Fountain, Assistant Pastor (Family Ministries,  jfountain@covpres.com
     Young Adults) 
Robby Holt, Senior Pastor  rholt@covpres.com
Ingram Link, Director of Women's Ministries ilink@covpres.com
Henry Morris, Assistant Pastor (Missions, Middle Adults) hmorris@covpres.com

MINISTRY STAFF
Rick Barnes, Director of Music  rbarnes@covpres.com
Jami Bennett, Director of MDO and Nursery Ministries jbennett@covpres.com
Madelyn Cheshire, Director of Girls' Ministries mcheshire@covpres.com
Rachel Davis, Assistant Director of Girls' Ministries shields.rachel.c@gmail.com
Dan Edwards, Assistant Pastor (Middle Adults) dedwards@covpres.com
Katie Flores, Interim Director, Enfold Disability Ministry floreskatie1@gmail.com
Nancy Hall, Interim Director, Covenant Day School nhall@covpres.com
Bill Hay, Pastor Emeritus  bhay@covpres.com
Josh Johnson, Assistant Pastor (Young Adults,  jjohnson@covpres.com 
     Adult Discipleship, Missions) 
Scott Leveille, Teacher in Residence (Curriculum) scottleveille@gmail.com
Sara Litten, Director of Youth Ministries slitten@covpres.com
Caroline Royal, Director of Young Women's Discipleship croyal@covpres.com
Daniel Sluis, Director of Guys' Ministries dsluis@covpres.com
Laura Tucker, Director of Children’s Ministries ltucker@covpres.com

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Katie Caldwell, Director of Design and Production kcaldwell@covpres.com
Meg Cotney, Director of Finance  mcotney@covpres.com
Abbie Lee Coon, Ministry Assistant (Children's) acoon@covpres.com
Tyler Cuidon, Director of Technical Services tcuidon@covpres.com 
Anne Hall, Assistant Director of Nursery Ministries nursery@covpres.com 
Phyllis Hamm, Ministry Assistant (Missions, Member Care) phamm@covpres.com
Jeff Herbert, Director of Facilities  jherbert@covpres.com
Deidre Lackey, Ministry Assistant (Students and Families) dlackey@covpres.com
Stacey Loyless, Director of Communications and Media sloyless@covpres.com
Jocelyn Martin, Ministry Assistant (Children's) jmartin@covpres.com
Casey O'Dell, Ministry Assistant (Children's Choir, Worship) caseys.odell@gmail.com
Kim Oliver, Assistant to the Senior Pastor koliver@covpres.com
Traci Parker, Director of Food Services tparker@covpres.com
Justin Richardson, Assistant to the Church Administrator jrichardson@covpres.com
Karan Stuart, Receptionist  kstuart@covpres.com
Victoria Williams, Ministry Assistant (Women, Shepherding) vwilliams@covpres.com



ja
n

u
a

r
y

 1
, 2

0
2

3
 |

 1
0

:3
0

 a
m

212022 SCRIPTURE MEMORY 

As a church body, we have been memorizing scripture together this year 

beginning with the Season of Epiphany and ending with Advent. We will 

have a new memory verse beginning January 6, 2023.

Season of Epiphany ( January 6 - March 1, 2022)

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice,

     and let them say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!”

(1 Chronicles 16:31)

Season of Lent (March 2 - April 16, 2022)

"and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even 

the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 

as a ransom for many."

(Mark 10:44-45)

Eastertide (April 7 - June 5, 2022)

"But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 

who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come 

also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 

shall all be made alive."

(1 Corinthians 15:20-22)

Summer Ordinary Time ( June 6 - August 13, 2022)

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 

who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

(1 Peter 2:9)

Autumn Ordinary Time (August 14 - November 26, 2022)

Oh sing to the Lord a new song;

     sing to the Lord, all the earth!

Sing to the Lord, bless his name;

     tell of his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the nations,

     his marvelous works among all the peoples!

(Psalm 96:1-3)

Advent & Christmas Season (November 27, 2022 - January 5, 2023)

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 

their sins.”

(Matthew 1:20b-21)



22 BIBLE READING PLAN

These readings are provided as a personal, family, or group worship resource. You can use 

them along with the readings, prayers, and hymns from your worship guide each week. The 

scripture readings are from Ligonier Ministries and are designed around a one-year cycle 

that will allow you to read through the New Testament or the entire Bible in 2023.

JANUARY READING PLAN  

 GENESIS MATTHEW

Dec 31/Jan 1 N 1-2 N 1

2 N 3-5 N 2

3 N 6-7 N 3-4

4 N 8-11 N 5

5 N 12-14 N 6

6 N 15-17 N 7

7/8 N 18-22 N 8

9 N 23-24 N 9

10 N 25-26 N 10:1-25

11 N 27-28 N 10:26-42

12 N 29-30 N 11

13 N 31-32 N 12:1-21

14/15 N 33-37 N 12:22-13:23

16 N 38-40 N 13:24-58

17 N 41 N 14:1-21

18 N 42-43 N 14:22-36

19 N 44-45 N 15:1-20

20 N 46-48 N 15:21-39

21/22 N 49-Exodus 4 N 16

 EXODUS

23 N 5-6 N 17

24 N 7-10 N 18:1-20

25 N 11-12 N 18:21-35

26 N 13-15 N 19:1-15

27 N 16-18 N 19:16-30

28/29 N 19-22 N 20:1-16

30 N 23-24 N 20:17-34

31 N 26-28 N 21
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23HYMN CREDITS
Find our gathered worship playlist at covpres.com/music-worship.

"Of the Father's Love Begotten"

Words: Marcus Aurelius C. Prudentius, 4th century; tr. John M. Neale 

(1818-1866). Music: Plainsong, 13th century.

"Angels We Have Heard On High"

Words: traditional French carol. Music: traditional French melody; arr. by 

Edward S. Barnes, 1937.

"Joy Has Dawned"

Words and Music: CCLI Song # 4408246. Keith Getty, Stuart Townend.

© 2004 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing). CCLI 

License # 147209.

"Gloria Patri"

Words and Music: traditional English carol.

"The First Noel"

Words: 2nd century. Music: Henry W. Greatorex, 1851.

"Thou Who Wast Rich"

Words and Music: CCLI Song # 6224284. Frank Houghton. © 1934 OMF 

International (UK). (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.). CCLI License # 147209.

"Hark! The Herald Angels Sing"

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt. Music: Felix Mendelssohn (1809-

1847); adapt. William H. Cummings (1831-1915).




